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                                    October 2009                                                            

 

               Fundy Wave 

                           Newsletter of the  

                      Unitarian Universalist 

                 Congregation of Saint   John 

                          

 

Unitarian Universalist religious services take place every Sunday -- except July and 

August -- at 10.30 a.m. at our building, 545 Sandy Point Road, in the north end of 

 SaintJohn, New Brunswick. 

See “Sunday services” in this newsletter for details. 
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#1  Sunday Services in October – 10.30 am 

October 4 -- . "Who do they say that i am? Family, land, personhood, U*Uism" Service leader, allison 

calvern, of Fredericton.  

      “Last May, George and i flew to Bermuda, land of my birth, and then drove to Thunder Bay for the 

CUC-Annual Meeting. I have been thinking about identity ever since. This presentation will explore some 

of those thoughts.”  --allison  

JOYCE  POLEY WILL VISIT 

The Worship Committee is delighted to accept an offer from Joyce Poley to lead the music for our 

October 4th service with allison calvern. Many of you will remember Joyce for the hymn One More Step. 

On the 4th she will do Come Come Whoever You Are, Thula Klizeo, and This Is My Song. Thula Klizeo is 

#1056 (from the new hymn supplement).   

This African song fits allison's theme very well.,  It was written by Joseph Shabalala, a Zulu from 

South Africa who had to flee his country during apartheid and found himself in America, so very far 

away from home . To comfort himself, he wrote this song. Its title means: Be still my heart; even here I 

am at home. I hope as many as possible can make it out to this service.    –Kathleen                
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October 11 – (Thanksgiving weekend)   “MORE THAN WE DESERVE” Service leader: Rev. Ray 

Drennan “There is a poem that I like, sometimes, depending on how I read it and in what mood I find 

myself. 

I keep coming back to it so it must have something to teach.  Thanksgiving Sunday seemed an 

appropriate moment to consider it once again.” 

 

  OCTOBER 18TH ITS DISCUSSION SUNDAY BUT…..  
  The sanctuary will be open at 10:15 AM for quiet thought and some music. 

 IF you wish to greet and chat before 10:30AM feel free to do so DOWNSTAIRS 

until 10:30am and then come upstairs for the DISCUSSION SUNDAY program. 

Everyone wins if we all co-operate! 

 

 

October 18 
 10:30AM  DISCUSSION SUNDAY WITH JOHN VAN ABBEMA, President of 

the Unitarian Fellowship of Fredericton. 

RELIGION, BELIEF, AND FAITH ..................... It seems that these words have a variety of 
overlapping meanings and implications depending on the context of their use. John will try to narrow them down 

for our purposes today using the writings of Alfred Cantwell Smith. He then will be giving a presentation on  

FOWLER'S SEVEN STAGES OF FAITH. During this presentation, many minds will probably be 

working at full power trying to see where "they" and perhaps "others" fit in this scheme of things... There will be 

no worship service on the 18th so there will be lots of time after the presentation for discussion or just for 

listening. ...And, of course, after the discussion in the sanctuary, light snacks and more "chatting" are inevitable 

downstairs. 

October 25 – Rev. John Baros-Johnson  

"Why are there so many songs about rainbows . . ." That's the opening song of "The Muppet 

Movie" (1979).  Sometimes when we are arguing over whether or not there is a god, or which 

prophet's teaching was more profound, we tend to forget that at least seven-eighths of just about 

every religion has almost nothing to do with argumentation.  The other seven-eighths has to do 

with songs (thank you, Kermit) and dancing and painting and statues and special clothing and 

rituals and ceremonies and festival days and cuisine and poetry and epic stories and fables and 

fairy-tales (and more!).   

        All of these activities, adornments and posturings are responses to basic human needs - 

whether there is a god or not.  How does talk of god help or hinder our attempts to meet these 

needs?   And where does UUism fit along the jumbled spectrum of world religions?   

  

November 1 –Service of Music  (Tony Smith & others) 

               Music has a profound effect on our emotions. There is always some piece which affects us 

deeply. It may recall a happy moment or a sad one, a success or a failure, but always some moment in 
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our past which stays with us. During this service some of us will play music which is important, and tell 

us why this is so. 

 

#2 
 Lay Chaplain 

The Board of Trustees has accepted the recommendation of the Lay Chaplaincy Committee to 

nominate Connie Humphrey as the new Lay Chaplain for UUCSJ. The necessary documentation is 

now being prepared for the CUC, which will make further arrangements with the New Brunswick 

Provincial Government to make it official and issue her licence as a marriage officiant.  

Connie replaces Don Flatt who, due to time constraints, had to resign from the position last June. 

UUCSJ will now have two Lay Chaplains - Heidi and Connie - who will not only be registered 

marriage officiants with the province, but also be able to do other rites-of-passage for the 

congregation.  

Congratulations, Connie!  

 

#3 Ministerial Search Committee ï By now you will have received the 

Congregational Survey. The due date is October 4 but surveys will be accepted up 

to October 18. Please give your completed survey to Susanna Flagel, George Allen 

or Caroline Smith. Thank you. 

# 4 THE WORK LIST .  

DATE                               WELCOMERS                         REFRESHMENTS 

  
 Oct 04/09                        Doug Breen                          Anne-Marie Breen & Carol MacDonald 

 Oct 11/09                        Caroline Smith                     Connie Humphrey & Fred Webster 

 Oct 18/09                        Jack Crammond                   Betty Tattersall & Lars Lund 

 Oct 25/09                        George Allen                        Hendrien Kippers & Neil MacLean 

 Nov 01/09                       Connie Humphrey                JudithPollock & Joanne Britton 

  

ROMERO HOUSE 
  
Oct 18/09 - Judith Pollock, David Pollock, Andrea Jeffery, George Legris 

 

#5 Youth Activity For October 

 Youth RE 
Sunday Oct 4th - No RE 
Sunday Oct 11th, RE - Bible - Please read the book of Joshua beforehand. We will do a quick recap of                                       
what we've covered so far and then discuss Joshua. 
Sunday Oct 18th RE - TED Talk I'll let you know beforehand which one we'll be looking at so you can 
view it before you come if you want to. We will be watching it on the day and then discussing it. 
Sunday Oct 25th - Not sure yet. 
  
Youth Group Dates 
 Sat Oct 3rd, 6 - 9 
Sat Oct 17th, 6 - 9 
Sat Oct 31st, 6 - 9 
 Maine's Fall Youth Conference takes place Oct 23rd to 25th in Kennebunk, Maine. 
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#6   From Kitsy Winthrop: 

PORTLAND FIRST UU CONGREGATION 

200th anniversary Oct. 18 2009. Kitsy says the Welcome mat is out for any or all of us, if we wish to 

attend. 

The Church, built in 1820s of granite, was the only church to remain after the Portland fire in 1890s.  

 

 

#7  A member contribution  

A  NOTE ABOUT AND FROM HELEN KELLER   (June 27, 1880 -June 1, 1968) 

      We all have our limitations, inabilities and even disabilities, but we should not feel sorry for 

ourselves. We have enough talents to overcome all that bothers us. Then, when we listen to Helen Keller, 

we feel ashamed that we even think about our lives. 

    Helen Keller visited the town of Baddeck in Nova Scotia on August 31, 1901 where she talked to a 

group of women, and this is what she said: 

        “People often ask me if I am happy; it seems strange to them that one who cannot see or hear 

should be able to enter into the joys of life; that is because they do not understand the power of love. 

By its magic one perceives that everything has its wonders even in darkness and silence. 

The spirit knows no limitations-it may follow the song to the utmost boundaries of the heavens and in 

the inner silence of thought listen to the music of the spheres. The thought is enough to make the 

saddest happy; it will make you happier if you let it take root in your hearts. It has planted in mine by 

one who is all the world to me- my teacher to whom all the best of me belongs- for there is not a talent, 

or aspiration, or joy, in me that has not awakened by her loving touch”. ___JvW     

 

#8 TIME CHANGE ï November 1 

 Standard time returns on Sunday, November 1st. Please remember to switch your clocks back 

one hour at bedtime on Saturday, October 31st.       

        #9  SEPTEMBER BIRTHDAYS 

Maya Comeau        September    5th  
Jennifer Loomer     September  15th  
Frank Loomer         September  21st  

 

 (My apologies for forgetting to include these 

dates in the September newsletter. Betty T.) 

              Randy Pollock         September  23rd   

                OCTOBER BIRTHDAYS  

               Nancy Hemsworth      October 7th  

Gerry Gray                   October 20th 
Kathleen Webster      October 25th 
  HAPPY BIRTHDAY TO YOU ALL 
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#10                              Joys and Sorrows 

Eckart Schroeter is recovering from cardiac surgery. We wish him a speedy return to full health. 

We offer our condolences to Jeanine and Quinn on the loss of Jeanineôs mother. Also, to Walter Henry 

on the loss of his brother Charlie in Newfoundland. 

 

#11 Special Occasion: George and Joan Allen will be celebrating their ñGolden Anniversaryò on 
October 17th. You are all invited to attend. George and Joan have requested 'Best Wishes' only. 

The celebration will take place at the church from 2 - 4 PM. 

 

#12  GETTING TO KNOW YOU                                KATHLEEN WEBSTER  

       Kathleen was born in Newfoundland, the second youngest of ten children, five boys and five girls.   

Kathleen has no memory of her dad as he died when she was three. There were seven children at home 

at the time of her father’s death, the two oldest girls were adults and the youngest was yet unborn. 

Never did Kathleen feel insecure, her older brother quit school, lied about his age (16) and went to work 

to help support the family. He also had the initiative to put himself through night school and learn a 

trade in welding. "Times were different then, you didn't need as much money to live, we grew our own 

vegetables, raised livestock for meat, had lots of fish and the thing I remember most are the sheep and 

'shearing time'. The raw wool was sent to PEI and came back in wool blankets and wool for knitting into 

socks, mitts, hats and sweaters". 

 Kathleen met Fred Webster while training to be a Nursing Assistant in Corner Brook, NL. They now 

have three grown children: Melanie of Yarmouth, NS, mother of Matthew and Hannah, Marcus of Saint 

John, NB, father of Ava ( the adorable poppet who frequently attends the UUCSJ) and Jonathan who 

resides in Korea. 

 Kathleen has always been a devoted mother, having literally worked only two shifts after her first 

child Melanie was born before deciding to become a stay-at-home mom. She is now an equally devoted 

grandmother, making frequent trips to Yarmouth to spend time with Matthew and Hannah. 

 Kathleen and Fred moved to Saint John, NB in 1997 after living in Yarmouth for 17 years. They 

joined the UUCSJ in 1998. "We love Saint John, Fred's love of the river got us into sailing, and we both 

love our church community".  

 Kathleen has many accomplishments to her credit. She returned to work when Jonathan started 

school and a couple of years later some distance university courses that were advertised caught her 

eye and that was the beginning of many years of studying courses that really interested her. She has 

studied from Acadia University, Acadia Divinity College where she received her certificate in Prison 

Ministry and at UNBSJ. She has volunteered with Girl Guides Canada, Scout Canada, Yarmouth Help Line, 

the Elizabeth Fry Society, Hospice Saint John and organized a 'Little Red School House' project in 

Yarmouth. She is currently volunteering with Spiritual Care at the Regional Hospital.  

 Kathleen enjoys her involvement with the church and the CUC. She has worked on many committees, 

served three years as vice-president, two as president and is now on the Worship and Lay Chaplaincy 

Committees. The past two summers she has been a facilitator at the Canadian Unititarian Universalist 

Leadership School, (CUUL School) and is a Regional Service Consultant.   (Joanne Britton) 
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  #13  Notice of "2009 Survey of Canadian Unitarian Universalists" for the CUC.  
The CUC is distributing a questionnaire that is open to all 'stakeholders of the Canadian Unitarian 

Universalist landscape'. It is available either online at www.cuc.ca/whats_new/new.htm or by paper 

copy which will be made available at the sanctuary entrance information table.  

This is an opportunity to directly input to the CUC Board of Directors your opinion on service delivery 

and support, priorities for the council, budget issues, or any other topic you may wish to express.  

 

#14  AN OUTSTANDING VISITOR 

The Reverend Dr. Brent Hawkes, originally from Bath, NB, and now in Toronto, performed the first 

legal same-sex marriages in the world, and then spent the next couple of years in court to confirm legal 

approval. Dr. Hawkes spent a busy day around Saint John on Sep. 18th speaking first to students in the 

Kennebecasis Valley, then to a public meeting at the Church of St. Andrew and St. David sponsored by 

the Human Development Council, and finally to students at Saint John High School. 

He talked of his life experience, from realising in his teens that he was not the only gay person on 

earth,  to returning to his home province to be honoured. 

The public meeting in Saint John drew more than 50 listeners, including eight people from the UU 

congregation.         

 

#15  WOODSTOCK GIRLSô HOCKEY TEAM WINS HUMAN RIGHTS AWARD 

The Lady Thunder hockey team at Woodstock High School has received the New Brunswick Human 
Rights award because the team members came to the defense of two players who disclosed they were 
gay. The young women refused to let players from other hockey teams make insulting and taunting 
remarks about sexual orientation, and instituted the wearing of pins saying “No Homophobia”. The 
Woodstock hockey players, who say they are one family, also got their parents and other friends to 
support openly their gay team mates, and also to wear the pins.  (CBC)             

#16 Poll finds Americans believe Muslims face discrimination  
New York (ENI) Eight years after the United States faced its deadly terrorist attacks Americans believe 

Muslims in the country encounter more discrimination than any other religious groups. A survey by the 
Pew Research Center's Forum on Religion & Public Life and the Pew Research Center for the People & 

the Press found that a majority of those surveyed - nearly six in ten adults or 58 percent - believe Muslims 

face far more discrimination than Jews, evangelical Christians , atheists or Mormons.     

 

Twice as many women senior pastors in US Protestant churches in 10 years 

New York (ENI) The number of female senior pastors in U.S. Protestant churches has doubled over the 

last 10 years, new research has suggested. Still, the study by the Barna Group in California indicates that 

the number remains small at 10 percent. The figure was five percent in 1999. The research also indicates 

that, despite being generally better educated than their male counterparts, women serving as ministers are 

paid less than men.  

http://www.cuc.ca/whats_new/new.htm


 

 

Page | 7 

 #17  October 23 - 25, 2009        Council of Canadians 

24th Annual General Meeting 

Hilton Saint John, New Brunswick 

Friday October 23, 2009 -  Free Public Forum: 7:00pm - 9: 30pm 

October 24, 2009 is Climate Day of Action 

 For more info call 1. 800. 387. 7177, ext. 333 or check website www.canadians.org 

#18  October 16, 2009, Stand Up Against Poverty Rally & March beginning at 12:10pm in 

King Square. Please join us in calling for an end to poverty. 

 

#19  DARWIN FILM CAN’T FIND A DISTRIBUTOR IN U.S. 

Creation, the movie that opened the Toronto International Film Festival in September, is getting 

bookings in most countries except the United States. Why? U.S. movie distributors won’t touch it 

because so many Americans (39% of them) believe that Darwin’s theory of evolution, published 150 

years ago, is false, and goes against their religious beliefs. The film has been attacked on several 

religious web sites. 

The film’s British producer, Jeremy Thomas, quoted in the London Daily Telegraph, says, “That’s 

what we’re up against. It’s amazing.”    

#20  Letter from JUSTnews 
This quarterly newsletter published by Canadian Unitarians for Social Justice (CUSJ) is in financial 

difficulty. If you want to help, get in touch with the treasurer, Bob Stavely, 3942 Autumnwood St. 

Ottawa, Ontario K1T 1C1  

#21 Building Committee Report 
As most of you know the downstairs space has been enlarged by removal of many dividing 

walls. As soon as the work is finished we will be organising a painting party to redecorate the area.  
Also, if anyone has a key to the building,  please return it to Tony or Fred, or leave it in the office 

with a note, before we get the new security system operational. Thank you. 
Tony Smith  

 

 

#22 Lifespan Learning Committee (LLC) 
 Update: The UU youth have requested further biblical study, the Childrenôs RE program is being 

developed and the Adult RE will be choosing a book for a book study as well as pursuing the possibility 

of an Adult OWL( Our whole lives) programme.. 

Next meeting is on October 8  at 7 pm at the church 

 

#23    2 WEEKEND WORKSHOPS 

Two training programs coming this fall, sponsored by the Canadian Unitarian Council. 

The first is a training course for youth advisors, scheduled from Friday evening, Oct. 16 to midmorn, 

Sunday Oct. 18, in Mississauga, Ontario. The training is put on by the Unitarian congregation of 

Mississauga. Cost: $50; registration deadline is Oct. 9th . Contact David Rawlinson at (905) 792-6929 or 

davidmrawlinson@yahoo.ca           

http://www.canadians.org/
mailto:davidmrawlinson@yahoo.ca


 

 

Page | 8 

The Ottawa First congregation offers an OWL (Our Whole Lives) training weekend from 5 pm Friday, 

Oct. 23 to 2 pm Sunday, Oct. 25. Cost: $200 or negotiable. Home hospitality on request. Registration: 

Guy Belleperche (613) 853-2635 or owl@firstunitarianottawa.ca    

  

#24 DOREEN CRAMMOND MEMORIAL GARDEN  

The garden space grew a little larger this summer when our enthusiastic planters brought along 

plants galore for the planting day in June. The result: colourful blooms all summer, and many continue 

to show their beauty into the Fall. The Hollyhocks (one of Doreen's favourites) were particularly showy. 

Theresa has donated many perennials from her garden that will be planted sometime soon.  

Recently, I planted an Emerald Cedar in memory of James Mugridge. I was one of several people 

from our congregation who visited Jim when he could no longer leave his house.  Jim talked a great deal 

about the problems our planet was experiencing.  I asked him what would be the single most important 

thing we could do as individuals. His response was, "plant trees, plant trees, plant trees".   

There's lots of room for tulips, daffodils and other spring bulbs. Anyone wanting to plant some please 

contact me at 632-8084, or Bob Smith at 849-7337.                –Kathleen    

 
#25 LET YOUR VOICES RISE IN SONG 
The Worship Committee  and members of the choir would like to take this opportunity to say a big THANK 
YOU to Martha for all of the times she led us in song. Martha has notified us that she will be unable to 
continue in this role, she and Bill are living in Fredericton while the house in Grand Bay is being 
renovated. 
The first choir practice to recorded music was held Sept. 24th, and it was a lot of fun. Caroline was 
gracious and agreed to lead us and Anne Marie gave a helping hand ( or should I say a 
helping voice) in singing Lean On Me.  
There was a consensus from everyone present that the third Thursday of the month is a convenient time 
to meet. We will meet at seven and sing for an hour and chat for 15 minutes, or maybe...as someone 
suggested...we could talk for an hour  and sing for 15 minutes. :>) 
If you love to sing or would like to come along and listen the choir practices for October will be: 
        October 10, Saturday from 7 - 9PM at Wendy Smith's 
        October 15th, Thursday from 7- 9PM at the church. 
  
A Letter from Martha  
Hello Everyone, 

    Hope you all had a great summer and are enjoying this wonderful autumn. I haven't seen many of you 

since our wedding. We are now in the throes of doing major renovations on our house in Grand Bay and 

this brings me to the purpose of this e-mail.  
Bill and I are currently living in Fredericton because our house in Grand Bay is uninhabitable for the time 

being. I am commuting to SJ everyday for work. Therefore, I am unable to continue leading the choir. I 

can't commit to commuting on weekends and am completely unable to do anything in the evening.  
    This may be an opportunity for another member of the congregation to take up the torch and carry on 

with regular choir practices.  

    I have really enjoyed singing with all of you and remember fondly our "Saturday night hymn sings" at 
Wendy and Kevin's. It will require someone with more time and energy than I currently have to lead the 

congregational singing to a new level.  

    We are hoping to be comfortably re-established in our Grand Bay residence before the snow flies. 

When we are, I hope you will all be able to come to the big house re-warming party we are planning.  
Fondly,   

Martha         
 

mailto:owl@firstunitarianottawa.ca
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#26 A Member    Contribution                                

Living In The Questions  

Align you r heart to the beat of the Earth  

Slow your body down and merge  

Al low your breath to lift with the breeze  

Let it rise to touch the tops of the trees  

Soar high as never before  

Go live your life in the questions  

 

Don't try to solve all the mysteries  

Or miss life, obsessed in the truth  

The magic lies on the road you choose  

And the joys of the natural Earth  

Go live your life in the questions  

 

Breathe with the Earth, let your essence flow  

Let your dreams take you, wherever they go  

Live every day, in your own special way  

Be true to yourself at the end of the day  

Go live your li fe in the questions  

 

More joy will come, in the one by one  

With one step after the other  

For no one knows where your road will bend  

Or what's there waiting for you my friend  

Where the one life starts and the other ends  

Go live your life in the questions  

 

Dance along, dance along, to your heartbeats song  

Cause the Beat will be right and the rhythm strong  

For the truth is different for everyone  

Go live your life in the questions  

Go live your life in the questions  

Nancy A. Hemsworth  

 

#27 CLIMATE DAY OF ACTION – A message from Jennifer Dickson of the CUC 

On October 24th, 2009, concerned citizens of the world can participate in an International Day of 

Climate Action. Thanks to www.350.org   who initiated this action, the global voice of humanity can rise 

together and call for reducing Greenhouse Gas in the atmosphere, to 350 parts per million (ppm) – the 

maximum level for safety determined by climate scientists. Levels above this put us all at the mercy of 

http://350.org/
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catastrophic climate events – and the current level is close to 390 (ppm). Urgent international action is 

needed to put a cap on carbon emissions. 

For our children, and grandchildren’s sake, we must let our governments know we care about 

climate - before December - when world leaders will meet in Copenhagen, Denmark, to sign the ‘post-

Kyoto’ climate change treaty. We want Canada’s leaders to listen to us, the people, and to take 

scientifically required action. For more info, see www.350.org   

We encourage congregations and communities to join in taking climate action anytime - leading 

up to or beyond October 24th. 

-- Plan a worship service on “Climate Justice and Global Poverty” for this fall or winter.  

-- During the week of October 17 – 23: We invite you to visit your MP asking for his/her support 

for the Climate Change Bill C311 which comes up for 3rd reading this Fall, and asking for him/her to sign 

the pledge for politicians. 

-- Plan a church and/or community activity addressing climate change or calling attention to the 

need for climate action (see 350.org for examples – a tree planting, walk, speakers, music, art, 

workshop, bike action, community clean-up, film, skit, carbon-free local dinner, rally, etc). 

-- Promote your activities with local newspapers, radio stations, etc before the Day of Action to 

publicize what you will be doing and why. 

-- Circulate petitions for signatures.  

-- Share what your congregation and community are doing. Send your info to: Janet Vickers 

(janet@cuc.ca )  Register your action and send in a photo to www.350.org       

 

 

 

The  Fundy Wave  hits the shore every month but July and August 

DEADLINE FOR NOVEMBER   – Friday October 23rd 
Unitarian Universalist Congregation of Saint John 

545 Sandy Point Road, Saint John, New Brunswick  E2K 3S1  

 PHONE (506)  650-7223 

WEB- http://www.uucsj.org  E-mail- community@uucsj.org 

Editors – Tony & Caroline Smith (506) 832-4720 carton@xplornet.com  

George Legris (506) 652-5141  geoleg@nbnet.nb.ca 

 

http://www.350.org/
http://350.org/
mailto:janet@cuc.ca
http://www.350.org/
http://www.uucsj.org/
mailto:community@uucsj.org
mailto:carton@xplornet.com
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